


Research Questions

• Would polarized elites and the news media 
lead to the polarization of the voters?  

• In what situations will this polarization at the 
voter level emerge?  

• In what situations will this polarization situation 
be mitigated?  



Polarized Media and 
Polarized Electorate



S-RAS
An Agent-Based Model for Studying Polarized Society
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Experiment Design



Simulation Results (1/2)



Simulation Results (2/2)





Conclusion &  Discussion

• Neutrality of citizens can be attributed to 
polarized news media environment. 

• Empirical observation about the dynamics 
about Taiwanese voters' state identification 

• Mono-toned media is a key drive societal 
consensus, but also the key to (re)shape 
identification and preferences. 



Further Implications

• The merge of the news media sources can be 
harmful to the survival of opposite opinions. 

• The controversy about stopping nuclear 
power can continue and go beyond the 
upcoming referendum. 
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