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359
(62.1%)

Polls seem
to be
trusted...

209
(36.2%)

Yes, sort of

Do you trust electoral polls in general?




369
(63.8%)

and necessary
for democracy

No Yes
Do you agree that 'polls are necessary for
democratic governance?'




But they are
not seen fair
and objective...




Polls are

(85.8%)

political.

82
(14.2%)

No Yes
Do you agree that 'polls are used for political
purposes?'




Taiwanese people have multiple views about

* state: Taiwan or ROC?
* nation: Taiwanese, Chinese, Both, or something else?
» future relationship with PRC: separation, unification, or status quo?



One possible cause of distrusting
political polls is...



That we have a good number of measurements,
but we lack of enough effort to validate the
concept-measurement connections.



Which matches your i
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view when you think Ein) 22 L)
about
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World Recognition Others (seperationism)
Which one meets your view when you hear about 'Independence'?




Research Questions

* Are the measurements properly conceptualized?
* Do the major concepts find their measurements?

* How sure are we when we associate the measurements with concepts
(national/ethnic and state/country identification)?

* How to conceptualize the most commonly used survey question—
unification/independence preference?

* Could we find the right indicators for the concept of national/ethnic
identification?



Research Methods

* Revisit the Exploratory Data Analysis (EDA) approach
 Explore with Multiple Correspondence Analysis (MCA) techniques
* Double check patterns with multiple datasets



Data Sets

* F2F Survey: Taiwan Social Change Survey 2013 (n=1,952)
* CATITelephone survey 2015 (n=1,100)
* Web panel 2015-2016 (n=468)



My first point (primary finding):
Conceptualization problem regarding the

independent/unification preferences can lead to
confusion and distrust in Taiwan politics.

The commonly used simple "unification/independence” question
can NOT be grouped into any of the top 10 dimensions.
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My second point:

The majority of poll questions are about national
identification.



* “Do you consider yourself as Taiwanese, Chinese, or both?” is grouped
with the questions below:

* "The Chinese people consist of various ethnic groups, and those groups should not
be isolated from one another perception about Chinese nation.”

* "Taiwan has developed very different cultures that should no longer be
regarded as part of Chinese culture.”

* "The Chinese people consist of various ethnic groups, and those groups
should not be isolated from one another.”

* "Taiwanese people’s forefather is the Yellow Emperor (also called as
Huang-di) from China, and we must inherit such an original and
history.”

* "As the descendants of the Yellow Emperor, we should try our best to
promote Chinese culture in the international community.”



How about refining the questions?

* The refined, conditional unification/independence

questions are (at best) measurements of national
identification:

*"|f the independence of Taiwan would not lead to
war, we should declare independence.”

*"|f the economic, social and political development
in China is more or less the same as development

in Taiwan, there should be a cross-strait
unification.”




So, itis likely that we are
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My third (minor) point:
Here comes a new group of
measurement that requires
conceptualization.



*"End of the Ching Dynasty and establishment of the
Republic of China is an important historical event
and should be remembered by the next generation
and forever.”

*"The victory of the Second Sino-Japanese War is an
important historical event and should be
remembered by the next generation and forever.”




1
1
|
1
1
|
1
1
'
1
1 o~
' —
1 wn
' m =
o e ~ <
— 1 wn
o (=] -
<t 1
w = . Bl
- <
< v o
>
. 1
« eoe,
. -
1 —
® o S,
1 < @
’ - 1 (=]
©
1 >
o ° ? ' - §
- - 5 .
1 o
¥ oo 1 g ¢ fliey
pr .
. AR | ¢ VN
| P ® [—*
o o
. O
. SR, %. __
e . bt
(0
AR N
ol Sttt R B !l.lll&)u‘l#\-llf |||||
= \ i - e ,t.r. f
59 lo o "Ye OO,QC /
Te) | { /
- © L ] .,uﬂm...‘
| Rl see>
/ ° 8y -\ e
/ - °
/ o= 0 LR -
/ - 1 . A
— “ “t o=
1 @ -
. s oo 34T
< - ge > 5
r~ A
wn o Te o)
S >
i
1 L J
o o - ' -~
, L ®
0
<) “on °
- =
b @ 1 e
.wn.“ v e
© > '
1
|
< 1
. o 1
o .
® '
= <D 1
> ©
o« - !
= ‘
< 1
1
'
1
1
'
1
1
|
1
|

| | |

Sl 0’ S0

(9%2€72) zwiq@

15CS52013

S0

1.5

1.0

0.5

0.0

-0.5

-1.0

-1.5

Dim 1 (10.07%)




. - e
eyt =N
1 N e— |
\ 4o & /
\ -— =0/
o> e
llllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll | R A —
'
1
1 N o
@
1 o
S d N ' -
. !
- S | - °
= ) ®» 1 ae
- >/ ’ =
2 B N~/ ' - .-
| = | 1 — L]
| o | J . Pre)
= ' hay
N7 d ~.
__— ] -
&
e o
"~
@ 1™
. . Bl | e
<4 . 1
< ~ ~ 4
e =
i o ) o o
o I~
. S - =
~— 1~
~ '
N 1
1
'
1
1
'
1
1
'
1
'
'
3
| | | | |

Sl 0L S0 00

(%9€°2) zwig

0.0

-0.5

-1.0

-1.5

Dim 1 (15.83%)



va21_5r

72\
[ S <)
|||||||||||||||| e i e i e S

]

-

")
o™
v

n

z
S
o

2r 0

W5_v21

Ao

o~
7]
~

v21_fw 1

wo

DR A N S —p-— . b }

T 1 T
Sl 0l S0

(%68'6) 2w

2016

2015-

)
-
(O
O
0O
U
=

—
(=)

S0-

1.5

1.0

0.5

-0.5

-1.0

-1.5

Dim 1 (20.99%)




Discussion

* Itis likely that most commonly used poll questions regarding
Taiwan's political future, including state name choice, are linked to
one latent concept: national/ethnic identification. (and no beyond)

* The commonly used poll question regarding
independence/unification, which assumes a linear spectrum, can
be very misleading because this measurement has no link to a
concrete concept.

* The heavy use of this independence/unification question in polls
could help explain why voters in Taiwan see polls are politically
used and cannot be objective and fair (...for future research).



