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Patterns of the Political Discussion in Kaohsiung
Voters’ Daily Life

Frank Cheng-Shan Liu
Associate Professor, Institute of Political Science, National

Sun Yat-Sen University

Abstract

As Taiwan is growing democratic and the scope of news increases, the
number of citizens who are involved in discussing politics and political issues
in their daily life also increases. This picture quite contradicts the conventional
pattern about Kaohsiung under the framework of “north blue and south green”
(voters in the northern Taiwan favors KMT while those in southern support
DPP), implying that voter in the northern cities and counties homogeneously
favoring for the blue camp and those in the southern, particularly the
Kaohsiung City, for the green camp. To examine this contradiction, this study
explore the pattern of network heterogeneity in Kaohsiung City. Taking two
survey data sets collected during the 2006 and 2010 mayoral campaign seasons,
this study provides evidence against the stereotyped image that the citizens in
Kaohsiung are homogeneous in nature and that these networks all favor a
particular political party. The analysis suggests that almost half of the
population in Kaohsiung lives in heterogeneous network environment and this
variable is associated negatively with propensity to discuss politics and
positively with disagreeing others. This pattern and its implications for the

studies of Taiwan’s democracy are discussed.

Keywords: Kaohsiung, “north bleu south green,” political discussion,
network homogeneity, network heterogeneity
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