Statistical analysis of the surface circulation in the northern South

China Sea using Lagrangian buoys
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Map of the South China Sea
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63041 data in N3CS : 24-Now-1986 to 31-Aug-2006
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Fast drifter tracks : 24-Mov-1986 to 31-Aug-2006
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Fast drifter tracks : 24-Mov-1956 to 31-Aug-2006
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Mean flow & velocity variance ellipses (n=10)
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Diffusivity (crt/s)
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% 4 A 28 1 SRR A RS R A
il “F] oA RwREE & BRI ST T HnE L R
L20 L R R AL

s, LIt & 35

o Hd AR S G B RS ol TR B35 8 9T
%
<U> cm/s -13.49 -18.94 -17.52 -3.85 3.36
Urms cm/s 23.87 21.72 23.78 23.5 19.76
<V> cm/s -5.28 -3.54 -8.63 -3.32 3.6
Vrms cm/s 27.08 25.1 25.98 25.99 18.74
EKE cm’s® | 422.28 304.23 459.23 403.36 281.04
MKE cm’/s’ | 231.53 407.23 344.32 294.32 258.18
EKE / MKE 1.82 0.74 1.33 1.37 1.08
Tu days 1.84 1.25 1.8 1.56 1.30
Tv days 2.56 2.14 2.38 1.87 1.08
Lu km 36.86 23.09 36.42 33.86 21.47
Lv km 64.43 46.95 56.74 43.78 16.62
Kul cm’/s | 2.22 E+07 | 1.29 E+07 | 2.24 E+07 | 2.21 E+07 | 1.07 E+07
Ku2 cm’/s | 8.90 E+07 | 5.16 E+07 |8.94 E+07 | 8.85 E+07 | 4.28 E+07
Kvl cm’/s | 512 E+07 | 3.54 E+07 | 4.31 E+07 | 3.24 E+07 | 7.98 E+06
Kv2 cm’s | 2.05E+08 | 1.41 E+08 | 1.72 E+08 | 1.30 E+08 | 3.19 E+07
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<U> cm/s -15.30 -19.53 -19.70 -7.81 2.50
Urms cm/s 23.56 21.34 23.93 24.35 19.72
<V> cm/s -0.93 -1.27 -3.16 5.31 2.88
Vrms cm/s 22.72 22.47 22.73 21.31 18.16
EKE cm?s’ | 520.69 401.28 520.42 458.36 339.73
MKE cm’/s® | 230.66 395.76 350.66 271.72 236.62
EKE / MKE 2.25 1.01 1.48 1.68 1.43
Tu days 1.41 111 1.39 0.71 1.08
Tv days 1.59 1.84 1.52 0.62 0.86
Lu km 29 21.14 29.52 15.35 18.22
Lv km 32.72 35.99 29.78 10.83 13
Kul cm’/s | 1.79 E+07 | 1.94 E+07 | 1.93 E+07 | 9.78 E+06 | 9.13 E+06
Ku2 cm’/s | 7.17 E+07 | 478 E+07 | 7.71 E+07 | 3.91 E+07 | 3.65 E+07
Kvl cm’/s | 2.07 E+07 | 2.16 E+07 | 1.81 E+07 | 5.76 E+06 | 6.27 E+06
Kv2 cm’s | 8.28 E+07 | 8.65 E+07 | 7.23 E+07 | 2.30 E+07 | 2.51 E+07
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455 TR BEEE S AR AH CF

g A G R E PR T ® iR ok (T 47
i R R A FEEE R T
Freo TR Aafce. LT L4k & 310 d

Foghicd &35 ¥ s 2 oAb Sl B RS

<U> cm/s -2.69 -4.52 -9.34 -0.5 Nan
Urms cm/s 22.16 24.27 20.17 23.32 Nan
<V> cm/s -15.11 -12.02 -20.69 -1.57 Nan
Vrms cm/s 30.12 40.82 29.34 30.08 Nan
EKE cm’/s’ 545.47 320.11 476.85 565.17 Nan
MKE cm’/s’ 847.41 1094.1 877.58 467.37 Nan
EKE / MKE 0.64 0.29 0.54 1.20 Nan

Tu days 1.22 1.91 1.14 1.3 Nan

Tv days 2.29 1.76 2.24 2.02 Nan

Lu km 23.36 38.47 20.49 28.1 Nan

Lv km 63.22 59.69 61.34 55.99 Nan
Kul cm’/s | 1.37 E+07 | 2.34 E+07 | 1.12 E+07 | 1.86 E+07 Nan
Ku2 cm’s | 5.50E+07 | 9.36 E+07 | 4.48 E+07 | 7.46 E+07 |  Nan
Kvl cm’/s | 5.56 E+07 | 8.47 E+07 | 5.29 E+07 | 4.76 E+07 Nan
Kv2 cm’/s | 2.22 E+07 | 3.39 E+07 | 2.11 E+07 | 1.90 E+07 Nan
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Zonal displacement (lkm)
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Zonal displacement (km)
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bean flow of Dongsha Current
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Time scale (days) Length scale (k)

Diffusivity (10 cmd/is)
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Box 1 2 3 4 5
Buoy days 6923 3790 5901 4180 5422
<U> cm/s -6.33 -2.23 -5.9 -2.75 -5.22
<V> cmls 3.48 6.28 0.58 -1.64 2.04
Urms cm/s 32.28 22.49 27.27 20.1 18.36
Vrms cm/s 28.9 21.16 22.45 19.03 14.88
U _variance 1043 505.9 744.1 404 337.1
cm’/s’
V_variance 835.66 448.09 504.24 362.33 221.55
cm’/s’
Tu days 0.42 0.4 0.57 0.74 1.21
Tv days 0.48 1.37 0.7 0.59 065
Lu km 12.17 7.09 14.14 12.34 18.47
Lv km 12.85 21.47 14.18 10.71 6.56
Ku cm’/s | 1.05E+07 | 3.85E+06 | 1.09 E+07 | 6.26 E+06 | 8.52 E+06
Kv cm’/s | 1.00 E+07 | 9.97 E+06 | 8.66 E+06 | 6.10 E+06 | 2.15 E+07




EKE cm?/s’ 872.56 773.42 629.36 588.36 420.04
MKE cm?/s’ 411.98 345.17 150.95 142.75 158.12
Box 6 7 8 9 10
Buoy days 4085 3848 5424 1332 3870
<U> cm/s -4.08 -0.53 -5.06 -6.82 -7.51
<V> cm/s -1.47 2.37 -1.13 0.33 -0.76
Urms cm/s 16.87 20.57 21.2 16.45 18.32
Vrms cm/s 15.09 17.31 17.53 9.82 13.04
U_variance 284.7 423.3 4497 270.7 335.8
Ccm’/s’
V_variance 227.88 299.74 307.34 96.57 170.12
cm’/s’
Tu days 1.07 0.95 1.05 1.57 1.29
Tv days 1.24 0.46 1.07 0.91 0.99
Lu km 15.14 16.37 21.08 21.61 20.31
Lv km 15.14 6.81 17.41 7.78 11.31
Ku cm’s | 6.7LE+06 | 8.22 E+06 | 1.25E+07 | 8.68 E+06 | 9.71 E+06
Kv cm?s | 592 E+06 | 3.11 E+06 | 8.51 E+06 | 1.92 E+06 | 3.77 E+06
EKE cm?/s’ 468.92 360.96 453.74 312.95 340.75
MKE cm’/s’ 151.01 156.76 140.04 379.78 353.03
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