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Assigned Texts
• [C] Creswell, J. W. (2002). Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Methods Approaches.

Sage Publications.

• [STL] Shoemaker, P.J.; Tankard, J. & Lasorsa, D.L. (2004). How to Build Social Science Theories. Thou-
sand Oaks, Calif. : Sage.

• Salsburg, D. (2001). The Lady Tasting Tea: How Statics Revolutionized Science in the Twentieth Century.
W. H. Freeman & Comapny, Inc. Ù��;�Ýt&. (f�ZË). ¬��FìZ;.

Supplemental Texts
• Other journal articles assigned in class.

Grading Policy
• In-class Mid-term Exam (40%)
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• Term Paper (40%): write up a 10-to-15-page review essay, evaluating self-chosen 2 SSCI articles and 2
TSSCI articles published in the recent 5 years. It must begin with a clear statement of your research inter-
est, research questions. The second section must show your ability to apply the knowledge you learn from
this class to evaluate the (1) structure, (2) research topic, (3) theory, and (4) contribution of the papers. Pa-
per due in class on Jan 10, 2008.

• Oral Presentation (10%): effectively present your term paper in 5 mintues.

• Class participation, group activities, and attendance (10%)

Course Schedule
1. [Sep. 20] Introduction to the Class

• After Class:

– Goldsmith, John A.; Komlos, John & Gold, Penny Schine (2001). The Chicago Guide to Your Aca-
demic Career: A Portable Mentor for Scholars from Graduate School through Tenure. Chicago: Uni-
versity of Chicago Press. [Read Chapters 2 & 3.]

Part I: Why Do Research? Findings Alone and without Theory Cannot Contribute to Gen-
eral Knowledge!
2. [Sep. 27] Science and Theoretical Concepts

• Before Class:

– [STL] Chapters 1 & 2

3. & 4. [Oct. 4 & 11] Mechanisms and Theoretical Statements

• Before Class:

– [STL] Chapters 3, 4, 5 & 6

5. [Oct. 18] Constructuring a Theoretical Model

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapters 6 & 7

– [STL] Chapter 7

6. [Oct. 25] Theory Building and Evaluation

• Before Class:

– [STL] Chapters 8 & 9

• In Class:

– Demo the installation and basic use of JabRef.

– Homework 1 is out.
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Part II: What to Research? The Subjects for Research
7. [Nov. 1] Surveying the Topics for Research

• Before Class:

– Group work: Searching topics of interest

– Reference: Katznelson, I. & Milner, H. V. (2002). Political Science: State of the Discipline. Political
Science: State of the Discipline. New York: W.W. Norton.

• In Class: Group presentation about the topics of interest

8. [Nov. 8] Finding Topics from Empircal Puzzles

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapters 4 & 5

• In Class: Show how to use Web of Science.

9. [Nov. 15] Findings Topics from Literature Survey

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapter 2

• In Class: Show how to import entries checked out from Web of Science to JabRef.

10. [Nov. 22] Midterm Exam

• In Class Exam and Homework 1 is due in class.

Part III: How to Do Research? Research Design and Approaches
11. [Nov. 29] Research Design and Overview of Quantitative Approaches

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapters 1 & 8

12. [Dec. 6] Survey Research

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapter 9

– Althaus, S.L. (2003). What surveys can tell us about public opinion? In Collective Preferences In
Democratic Politics: Oinion Surveys and the Will of the People. pp. 277-313. Cambridge University
Press.

13. [Dec. 13] Qualitative Research: Focus Group

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapter 10

– (in Chinese) Cheng, S. F. (2005). “Focus group: Theory and application”. Electoral Studies (óÜ@
~), 12(1): 211-239.
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14. [Dec. 20] Experiments

• Before Class:

– Druckman, J. N.; Green, D. P.; Kuklinski, J. H. & Lupia, A. (2006). The growth and development of
experimental research in political science. American Political Science Review, 100 (4), 627-635.

– Janssen, Macro A. & Ostrom, Elinor (2006). Empirically based, agent-based models. Ecology and So-
ciety, 11 (2), 37. http://www.ecologyandsociety.org/vol11/iss2/art37/ES-2006-1861.
pdf

Part IV: How to Present a Research Work?
15. [Dec. 27] Writing Strategies, Literature Review, Citation, and Formatting

• Before Class:

– [C] Chapter 3

• In cleass: Talk about paper formating (APA & APSA)

• Reference:

– APSA (2001). Style Manual for Political Science. American Political Science Association Committee
on Publications.

– Knapp, M.L. & Daly, J.A. (2004). A Guide to Publishing in Scholarly Communication Journals. Mah-
wah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

16. [Jan. 3] Presenting and Your Work in a Conference and in a Journal

• Before Class: Work on your term paper

• In Class:

– Polsky, Andrew J. (2007). Seeing your name in pring: Unpacking the mysteries of the review process
at political science scholary journals. PS: Political Science and Politics, XL (3), 539-543.

17. [Jan. 10] Student Presentation

• Turn in your paper in the class.
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