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The Challenges of Practicing Deliberative
Democracy in Taiwan and a Possible Solution

Frank C.S. Liu”

National Sun Yat-Sen University

Abstract

Advocates of public forum believe that it is the best practice of deliberative
democracy, acknowledged by domestic and international practitioners. Public forum
allows a selection of participants and the provision of information for making sound
decisions. The procedure seems to help make better public policies. However, some
basic and profound problems that have been addressed by political theorists still lack
attention of practitioners in Taiwan, which may have created an misunderstanding
among the public sectors that public forum has become the best way of practicing
deliberative democracy. Current studies and reports provided by local researchers
have pointed out some limits when practicing public forums. This paper takes a
further step by pointing out a gap between the experiences and theoretical insights.
Most importantly, it introduces a possible solution by discussing how Swiss Center
for Technology Assessment incorporates the mechanisms of deliberative democracy
into the congressional law-making procedures.
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